
Key Vocabulary Definition 

Self-portrait A portrait that an artist produces of themselves.  

Surrealism  A style off art inspired by dreams and hidden thoughts. Surrealism started in 

Symbolism The idea that things represent other things. In art, objects can be used to 

Colour Palette The range of colours used within a painting or image. 

Proportion  The size of parts in relation to other parts. For example, is the nose the right 
size in relation to the eyes you have drawn? If so, they are in proportion.  

Composition  The placement of different elements on a painting. For example, the eyes 
are half way down the face, the cat is behind her shoulder. 

Concept An idea. Conceptual Art is art work where an idea is being expressed, for 
example an opinion or a feeling. 

Contour  A change in depth—e.g. the ups and downs on a face. This is  achieved 
through tone / shading on a painting or drawing. 
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Artists’ work we looked at... 

 

 

 

   

Self-Portrait with thorn 
necklace and  

hummingbird 

1940 

Frida Kahlo 

Diego on My Mind  

(Self-Portrait as  

Tehuana) 

1943 

Frida Kahlo 

Self-Portrait with fried 
bacon 

 

1941 

Salvador Dali 

The Frame 

 

 

1938 

Frida Kahlo 

Year 6– Self-Portraits—Surrealism 
&  Symbolism 

Big question: What does a hummingbird mean?   Key Concept: Self-portraits can include clues that can represent things 
about a person’s personality and life.   

 


